
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Emerging Energies, Emerging landscapes:  

Revisioning the Past, Constructing the Future 

 

Nogent-sur-Marne, June 6th - 8th 2007 
 
An Exploratory Workshop sponsored by the European Science Foundation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organizing committee: Alain Nadaï (CIRED, F)*; Dan van der Horst (School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Birmingham, UK); Maarten Wolsink (Department of Geography, Planning and International Development Studies, 
University of Amsterdam , NL); Rolf Wüstenhagen (Institute for Economy and the Environment, University of St.Gallen, Sw); Dorle 
Dracklé (Department of Cultural Research, University of Bremen, D ); Ana-Isabel Afonso (Department of Antropology, New University 
of Lisbon, P). 
 
*Contact: Alain Nadaï, CIRED, Jardin Tropical, 45 bis Avenue de la Belle Gabrielle, 94736 Nogent sur Marne Cedex, France, tel/fax : 
+33 1 43 94 73 87/ 70, email : nadai@centre-cired.fr - 

mailto:nadai@centre-cired.fr


 

 

Emerging Energies, Emerging landscapes: Revisioning the Past, 
Constructing the Future 

Exploratory Workshop sponsored by the European Science Foundation (ESF) 
Nogent-sur-Marne, June 6th - 8th 2007 

- 

 

Over the past decade, the European Union (EU) has initiated a process of reforming energy sectors and energy policy. 
While it is clear that energy has always played an important role in the structuring of landscapes, the ongoing changes in 
the European energy mix triggers new interest in the landscape-energy relationship.  
Due to their decentralized pattern, the spatial impacts of renewable energies provide a perceptible link to energy 
generation.  It reminds us in many ways that our energy comes from somewhere, which contributes in raising 
consciousness about the impacts and consequences of our energy demand. Spatial impacts could thus be regarded as 
the recomposition of socio-technical links to energy generation and its environmental impact. Landscape is one important 
instance of such links, not the sole, but of particular interest as it calls for new policy schemes in order to open up 
decision processes and integrate a new dimension into energy policies.   
European countries have developed a variety of policy schemes in order to foster the development of renewable 
energies. Many of these schemes are intending to address both energy and spatial issues. As these emerging policies 
face a variety of challenges, a renewed understanding of landscape issues seems to be called for in order to improve 
policy instruments.  
The notion and practice of landscape can be revisted through the analysis of planning and/or siting processes in order to 
reach a better understanding of the process of social construction of landscape. This should be done with regards to 
contemporary renewable energy technologies and the development and appraisal of related policies, but also with 
regards to more traditional energy generation (e.g. hydro and other conventional electricity utilities …).  
The proposed workshop will have a strong focus on the cross-fertilisation between policy research on renewables and the 
more theoretical research strands on landscape. It aims to explore landscape-energy issues by structuring discussions 
around a number of empirical and more theoretically oriented contributions, based upon:  
 
. Theoretical contributions coming from fields such as science and technology studies, cultural geography (including 
planning theories), political sciences, anthropology of landscape, landscape design … Contributions might consider the 
ability of theoretical frameworks to capture the multi-dimensionality (i.e. relational, social, environmental, material, spatial, 
aesthetic…) of the process of landscape construction,  
 
. Case study contributions dealing with the development of renewable energies (e.g. wind power, biomass) or of more 
convential types of energies (e.g. hydro, thermic, high powered grids …). Case studies should include landscape as a 
salient issue. They might come from different European countries and different disciplinary fields. 
 
A constructive approach will be called for during the workshop, inspired by process approaches to landscape 
construction. Contributions should be the occasion to exchange national experiences (in terms of policy and culture), 
identify potential field studies, structure heuristic assumptions and methodological steps in order to pursue further 
research with regards to the possible emergence of new energy landscapes. The organising team aims for the workshop 
to result (a) in a special issue in an international peer reviewed journal, and (b) in agenda-setting for a research proposal.  
 
For more details please contact  Alain Nadai:  nadai@centre-cired.fr 
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5. Preliminary workshop program 

(20mn presentations; 20mn discussion slots indicated in light grey) 
Day Time Content Person 

 9.30AM -> Welcoming coffee  (9.30-10.00)  
  ESF Presentation  Hefin Jones (UK) 
    

  Introduction: “Emerging energies, Emerging landscapes” Alan Nadaï (France) 

    
 Landscape, Energy and the Sublimity of Power  in the Landscape Kenneth Olwig (Sweden) 
 energy   

June and the Lunch  (12.00-13.30)  
6th social Landscape as Embodied Energy: Perspective on Power 

Systems of Human Society 
Charles Greer (USA) 

    

  
The political ecology of biomass energy crops in the UK 

(Case study) (UK) 
Dan van der Horst (UK) 

    

  
Tracing Assemblies in a Windy Landscape 

(Case study) (D) 
Werner Krauss (D) 

    
  Coffee pause (15.30-16.00)  

  
Collective memory in the process of public space design 

(Case study) (Sw) 
Dewarrat (Switzerland) 

    
  Conclusion Dorle Drackle (D)  
 -> 5.30 PM   
  Gala diner  
 9.30 AM -> Planning and siting: some theoretical convergences? O. Labussière (F) 
    
  Coffee pause (10.15-10.45)  

  
 

Wind power, landscape and strategic planning – the 
construction of ‘acceptable locations’ in Wales (Case st. 

UK) 

 
Cowell Richard (UK) 

    

  
Landscape, 

Birds, turbines and the making of landscape in South-
France (Aude) (Case study F) 

Alain Nadaï (F) 

 planning   

June and the Lunch (12.00-13.30)  

7th siting of 
energies 

A large near-shore wind farm in the Netherlands’ 
Waddensea Case study (NL) 

Maarten Wolsink (NL) 

    

  Landscape analysis for wind developments 
Case study (Sw) 

Hammarlund Karin 
(Sweden) 

    

  Seascape values and offshore wind farm development 
on the German North Sea coast (Case study) (D) 

Kira Gee (D) 

    
  Coffee pause (15.30-16.00)  
  Learning to love the low-carbon landscape (UK) Paul Selman (UK) 
    
  Conclusion Eric Hirsch (UK) 
    
 -> 6.00PM ESF Fundings for future collaborative developments Hefin Jones (UK) 
  Diner  



 
Day Time Content Person 

 
9.00 AM -> 
Landscape 
planning 

Ethics, aesthetics and landscape: a socio-environmental 
philosophy of wind farm siting 

Robin Tennant-Wood 
(Australia) 

 and the   
 siting of  Three Dancing Ladies Case study (UK) Charles Warren (UK) 
 energies   

June  Coffee pause (10.30-11.00)  

8th  
Comparing 

New attitudes to the impact of energy generation on 
Spanish landscapes: from hydroelectric power stations 

to new energy landscapes - Case study (S) 

Marina Frolova (Spain) 
 

    

 
energies Hydro dams and landscape representation in the Loire 

river basin - Case study (F) 
Sophie Bonin (France) 

    

  Lunch (12.30-14.00)  

  Conclusion: synthesis of the discussions/ perspectives Paul Selman (UK) 
    
 -> 3.00PM Farewell coffee  (15.00 – 15.30)  

5. List of participants 

Afonso Ana Isabel, PhD in Social and Cultural Anthropology, lectures in the Department of Anthropology, FCSH - 
Universidade Nova de Lisboa. 
André Yann, Responsable Eolien et Avifaune , Ligue de Protection des Oiseaux, Corderie Royal, BP- 90263 Rochefort 
Cedex 
Bonin Sophie. Sophie Bonin is an Assistant Professor of geography at Joseph-Fourier University (Grenoble 1, France) ; 
she is also researcher in a CNRS laboratory (UMR PACTE-Territoires).  
Cowell Richard. Dr Richard Cowell, BA Hons, PhD, Richard is currently a senior lecturer at the School of City and 
Regional Planning, Cardiff University, with a particular research interest in the relationship between concepts of 
sustainable development and land use planning.  
Dewarrat Jean Pierre is archeologist, professor in landscape and public design and private landscape designer in 
Switzerland.  He is professor HES at the Ecole d'Ingénieurs et d'Architectes (Fribourg, Suisse) and lecturer in landscape 
project at the l'EIL-GE, Ecole d'Ingénieur de Lullier-Genève (Suisse).  
Drackle Dorlé, Dorle Dracklé is Professor for Social Anthropology and Intercultural Studies at the University of Bremen, 
Germany.  
Frolova Marina. Marina Frolova graduated from the Moscow State University M.V. Lomonosov (Russia, 1992) and 
gained her PhD at the Toulouse University Le Mirail (France, 2000).  
Gee Kira, Kira Gee studied Zoology and Conservation at Oxford University and UCL. In 2003 she joined the German 
national research project “Coastal Futures”, working on visions of the coast, perceptions of seascape and stakeholder 
conflicts in the context of offshore wind farm development in Northern Germany. Until recently based at the Social 
Science Research Centre Berlin, she is now with the GKSS Research Institute at Geesthacht, Germany.  
Greer Charles Associate Professor Department of Geography, Indiana University. Charles Greer, Ph.D. in Geography 
from the University of Washington, U.S.A., has been on the faculties of Geography and East Asian Languages and 
Cultures at the University of Texas, Austin, and Indiana University, Bloomington.  
Hammarlund Karin. Karin Hammarlund, Ph. Lic  in Geography, is an experienced consultant and expert adviser on 
communication and public consultation with experience from many wind developments and official investigations 
concerning wind development..  
Hirsch Eric. Eric Hirsch is Reader in Social Anthropology at Brunel University, UK. His co-edited volume, The 
anthropology of landscape: perspectives on place and space, Clarendon 1995, is still in print.  
Hurbánek Pavol. Pavol Hurbanek is a lecturer in the Department of Human Geography and Demogeography at the 
Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University (CU) in Bratislava, Slovakia. 



Krauss Werner: Werner Krauss, adj. assoc. professor at the University of Texas at Austin, Dept of Germanic Studies. 
PhD in social anthropology. Main areas of interest: anthropology of landscapes, political ecology, science & technology 
studies, European studies, multi-sited ethnography.  
Labussière Olivier (olivier.labussiere@etud.univ-pau.fr). Geographer, PhD students, University of Pau (France), 
landscape and planning issues in wind power developments and high-power lines developments. .  
Matarasso Pierre, Scientific Director of the CNRS Energy Program , CIRED 
Maruyama Yasushi Research scientist, National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology, Energy 
Technology Research Institute: Enviromental sociology, Science and technology studies, renewable energy. 
Nadaï Alain: Researcher at CIRED (Paris, France), socio-economist: environmental issues, renewable erergies, 
landscape issues and design, science and technology studies. Co-ordinating a comparative network on landscape and 
wind power. 
Olwig Kenneth: Kenneth R. Olwig was appointed to the Department of Landscape Architecture and Planning at SLU – 
Alnarp (Sweden) as Professor with specialty in landscape theory and history in January 2002.   
Prados Velasco María José is researcher at the department of human geography at the University of Sevilla (Spain). 
She is specialized in the field of rural areas dynamics and driving forces. She is currently working on “Naturbanisation “, 
looking at new ways of behaviour in population movement and their territorial and landscape impacts in national parks 
and environmental preservation. 
Selman Paul. Paul Selman is currently Professor of Landscape at the University of Sheffield, UK. Paul has a background 
in environmental science and town planning, and for many years has undertaken teaching and research on sustainable 
development and rural resource management. He has a long-standing interest in the ‘landscape scale’, particularly as a 
basis for biodiversity planning, heritage conservation and integrated rural development. 
Tennant-Wood Robin Dr Robin Tennant-Wood is Director of the Canberra Environment and Sustainability Resource 
Centre at the Australian National University, and a Visiting Fellow in the School of Resources, Environment and Society at 
the Australian National University.   
Van den Horst Dan: Lecturer (Environmental Management), School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences 
(GEES), University of Birmingham (UK):  Multifunctional landscapes, Policy evaluation, Ecological economics, Spatial 
targeting of policy interventions, Biomass energy and social siting issues, GIS.  
Warren Charles. Charles Warren is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Geography & Geosciences at the University of St 
Andrews, Scotland.   
Wolsink Maarten: Political and social scientist, Associate Professor Environment, Policy and Planning, Department of 
Geography, Planning and International Development Studies, University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands) : social 
acceptance, NIMBY, wind energy, renewable energies, Facility Siting Processes, Institutional Constraints on the 
Implementation of Renewable Energy, Institutional arrangements in utility sectors, with regards to environmental policy 
aims.  
Wüstenhagen Rolf: Rolf Wüstenhagen received a Master of Science degree in Management Science and Engineering 
from Berlin University of Technology in 1996, and a PhD in Management from University of St. Gallen in 2000. In 2003, 
he was appointed as Vice Director of St. Gallen University's Institute for Economy and the Environment (IWOe-HSG). He 
teaches sustainability management, venture capital and entrepreneurship, with a particular focus on renewable energy. In 
2005 and 2007, respectively, he was Visiting Professor at University of British Columbia and Wilfrid Laurier University in 
Canada. Since 2004, he is a member of the Swiss Federal Energy Research Commission. 
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