
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Emerging Energies, Emerging landscapes:  
Revisioning the Past, Constructing the Future 
 
Nogent-sur-Marne, June 6th - 8th 2007 
 
An Exploratory Workshop sponsored by the European Science Foundation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organizing committee: Alain Nadaï (CIRED, F)*; Dan van der Horst (School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Birmingham, UK); Maarten Wolsink (Department of Geography, Planning and International Development Studies, 
University of Amsterdam , NL); Rolf Wüstenhagen (Institute for Economy and the Environment, University of St.Gallen, Sw); Dorle 
Dracklé (Department of Cultural Research, University of Bremen, D ); Ana-Isabel Afonso (Department of Antropology, New University 
of Lisbon, P). 
 
*Contact: Alain Nadaï, CIRED, Jardin Tropical, 45 bis Avenue de la Belle Gabrielle, 94736 Nogent sur Marne Cedex, France, tel/fax : 
+33 1 43 94 73 87/ 70, email : nadai@centre-cired.fr - 

mailto:nadai@centre-cired.fr


 

1. Emerging energies 

Over the past decade, the European Union (EU) has initiated a process of reforming energy sectors and energy policy. 
While it is clear that energy has always played an important role in the structuring of landscapes, the ongoing changes in 
the European energy mix triggers new interest in the landscape-energy relationship.  Due to their decentralized pattern, 
the spatial impacts of renewable energies provide a perceptible link to energy generation.  It reminds us in many ways 
that our energy comes from somewhere, which contributes in raising consciousness about the impact and the 
consequences of our energy demand.  Spatial impacts could thus be regarded as the recomposition of socio-technical 
links to energy generation and its environmental impact.  Landscape is one important instance of such links, not the sole, 
but of particular interest as it calls for new policy schemes in order to open up decision processes and integrate a new 
dimension into energy policies.   

2. Emerging landscapes 

As a companion to the rise of environmental concerns in Western Europe since the seventies, landscape has become an 
important issue in EU policy. Wind power development policy is a current example of a policy area, which has had to 
evolve under growing landscape issues.  The “emerging” landscape, which gets represented and argued for in wind 
power and other renewable energy developments should be understood in order to shed light on the recomposition of 
socio-technical links to energy generation and its environmental impact.  This might not only help us to adjust public 
policies targeted at renewable energies but also to better understand the recomposition of other, may be less visible, 
types of links to energy generation.  

3. Emerging policies 

European countries have developed a variety of policy schemes in order to foster the development of renewable 
energies, many of these policy schemes are intending to address both energy and spatial issues. As these emerging 
policies provide policy makers with new challenges, a renewed understanding of landscape issues seems to be called for 
in order to improve policy instruments.  The distinction between planning and siting issues appears to be important for 
understanding the ways in which policy instruments succeeded or failed in developing renewable energies.  Policy 
makers are used to planning instruments and logics and policy schemes seem to witness of a belief that planning policies 
can solve siting issues.  However, case study analyses suggest that siting and planning are of different natures.  
Therefore, the notion and practice of landscape should get revisited through the analysis of planning and siting processes 
in order to reach a better understanding of the process of social construction of landscape.  This should be done with 
regards to contemporary renewable energy technologies and the related policy devising, but also compared with more 
traditional energy generation.  

4. Constructing the landscape, composing the social 

The proposed workshop aims at discussing these issues on the basis of a re-reading of existing case studies coming from 
different European countries and different disciplinary fields.  Case studies should deal with the development of 
renewable energies –notably wind power and biomass- and include landscape as a salient issue.  A constructive 
approach will be called for during the workshop, inspired by process approaches to landscape construction.  Theoretical 
contributions coming from fields such as science and technology studies, cultural geography, political sciences, 
anthropology of landscape will be welcomed in order to discuss existing case studies.  The workshop will have a strong 
focus on the cross-fertilisation between policy research on renewables and the more theoretical research strands on 
landscape.  Policy research has shown that ‘landscape’ is a contentious and important topic in public acceptance of 
renewables but this type of research has so far struggled to progress beyond this point.  Theoretical perspectives can 
shed a light on this topic but so far they have rarely engage with such (more) policy relevant topics as the energy debate.  
An engagement between these two strands of research through concrete case studies is expected to provide novel, 
interdisciplinary and relevant insights for both landscape and energy policies.  The discussion will also be the occasion to 
structure heuristic assumptions and methodological steps in order to pursue further research with regards to the possible 
emergence of new energy landscapes.  It will allow the participants to exchange on national experiences (in terms of 
policy and culture), identify potential field studies and fine tune a research agenda on the relationship between landscape 
and energy. 
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